environmental affairs

- Department: . .
Environmental Affairs
REPUBLIC OF S0UTH AFRICA

Private Bag X' 447 PRETORIA - 0001- Fedsure Building - 315 F'reterlue Street - PRETORIA
© Tal (+ 27 12) 310 3911 - Fax {(+ 2712) 322 2682

NEAS Reference: DEATIEIA!12‘186/2011
DEA Reference: 12/12/20/1928
Enguiries: Samkelisiwe Diamini
Telephone 012-395- 1783 Fax: 012-320-7539 E-mail: edlamlm@enwronment gov.za

Mr Hermann Oelsner
Qelsner Group (Pty) Ltd
P.O. Box 13

DARLING

7345

- Fax no; 022-492-3096
PER FACSIMILE / MAIL
Dear Mr Delener

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 1998: GN R. 386/387: PROPOSED KERRIEFONTEIN AND
DARLING PHASE 2 WIND FARM IN MALMESBURY WITHIN THE SWARTLAND LOCAL
MUNICIPALITY OF THE WEST COAST DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY, WESTERN CAPE.

With reference 1o the above application, please be edweed that the Department has decided to eccept
the EIR and to grant authorisation. The environmental authorisation (EA) and reasons for the decision
‘are attached herewith.

Activifies applied for as listed in GN R. 388 14 and 15 are no longer listed in terms of the new
-Regulations, 2010 and are thus not authorised,

In terms of regulation 10(2) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010
(the Regulations), you are instructed to netify all registered interested and affected parties, in writing
and within 12 {twelve) days of the date of the EA, of the Department's decision in respect of your
application as well as the prowelons regarding the submission of appeals that are- contained in the
Regulations .

Your ettentlon is drawn to Chepter 7 of the Regulations, which prescribes the appeal procedure to he
foliowed. This procedure is summarised in the attached document. Kindly include .a copy of this
document W|th the letter of netlﬂcatlon to mterested and affected parties.

Should the appllcant or any other party wish to appeal any aspect of the. decision a notlce of |ntent|on to
appeal must be lodged by all prospective appellants with the theter within 20 days of the date of the
EA, by means of one of the following methods
By facsimile: 012 320 7561;
By post: - - Private Bag X447,

Pretoria, 0001; or




By hand: 9nd Floor, Fedsure Building, North Tower,
- cnr. Van der Walt and Pretorius Streets,
Pretoria. ‘

If the applicant wishes to lbdge an appeal, it must also serve a copy of the notice of intention to appeal
on all registered interested and affected parties as well as a notice indicating where, and for what
period, the appeal submission will be available for inspection, should you intend to submit an appeal. -

‘F’Ic—iase include the Depariment (Aftention: Director: Environmental Impact Evaluation) in the list of
interested and affected parties, notified through your notification letter to interested and affected parties,
for record purposes. ‘ '

Appeals must be submitted in writing to: o .
Mr T Zwane, Senior Legal Administration Officer (Appeals) of this: Department at the above mentioned
addresses or fax number. Mr Zwane can also be contacted at: '

 Tel: 012-310-3929
- Email: tzwane@environment gov.za

The authorised activity/ies shall not commence within twenty (20} days‘of the date of signature of the
authorisation. Further, please note that the Minister may, on receipt of appeals against the authorisation
or conditions thereof suspend the authorisation pending the outcome of the appeals procedure.

Yours sinceraly

MrIshaam Abdder ‘ - R |
Deputy Dirdctor-General; Environmental Quality and Protection
Department 7 Environmental Affairs . :

Dat .2_,0 / /

7

e ..
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CC: Ms SandraRippon | Environmentat Evaluation | Ted: 021-650-02868 Fax: 021-650-3791
‘ Unit, UCT ‘

M M. Schippers | Provincial Department of | Tel: 021483-8349 | Fax 021-483-4372
‘ ‘ Environmental Affairs and ‘ ' I
Development Planning

Mr T Zwang - Appeals Authority (DEA) | Tel: 012-310-3029 Fax: 012-320-7561




APPEALS PROCEDURE IN TERMS OF CHAPTER 7 OF THE NEMA EIA REGULATIONS, 2010 (THE

REGULATIONS) AS PER GN R.
AFFECTED PARTIES UPON RECE

543 OF 2010 TO BE FOLLOWED BY THE APPLICANT AND INTERESTED AND
IPT OF NOTIFICATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION (EA)

1. Anappeal againsta decision must be lodged with:- . : S
a) the Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs if the decision was issued by the Director- General of the

* APPLICANT . INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES {IAPs) ]

1. Receive EA from the relevant Competent Authority (the Receive EA from Applicant/Consultant o -
Department of Environmental Affairs [DEA]) . 3

2 Within 12 days of date of the EA notify all 1APs of the EA N/A
and draw their atiention to their right.to appeal against
the EA in terms of Chapter 7 of the Regulations. . L

3. If you want to appeal against the EA, submit a notice of If you want to appeal against the EA, submit a riotice of
intention to appeal within 20 days of the date of the EA. intention to appeal within 20 days of the date of the EA. with
with the Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs {the the Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs (the Minister).
Minister}. : ‘ ‘ . ‘

4. After having submitted your notice of intention.to appeat | 4. After having submitted your notice of intention to appeal to
1o the Minister, provide each registered I1AP with a copy * the Minister, provide the applicant with a copy of the notice of
of the notice of intention to appeal within 10 days of intention to appeal within 10 days of lodging the notice
lodging the notice ' ‘ i

5. The Applicant must also serve on each |AP; Appellant must also serve on the Applicant within 10 days of
» 2 noice indicating where and for what period the lodging the notice, ' ‘ ‘
appeal submission will be available for inspection. - e anotice indicating where and for what period the appeal
- : - ‘ ~ submission will be available for inspection by the
‘ ' ‘ applicant. L

6. The appeal must be submitted in writing to the Minister The appeal must be submitted to the Minister within 30 days

within 30 days after the lapsing of the period of 20 days after the lapsing of the period of 20 days provided for the
 provided for the lodging of the notice of intention to lodging of the natice of intention to appeal. ‘

appeal. ' - ' ' ‘ ‘ -

7. Any IAP who received a notice of intention to appeal An Applicant who received notice of intention to may submit a
may submit a responding statement to that appeal to the responding staterment to the appeai to the Minister within 30

~ Minister within 30 days from the date that the appeal days from the date that the appeal submission was lodged

submission was lodged with the Minister. with the Minister.

NOTES:

Depariment of Environmental Affairs (or another official) acting in his/ her capacity as the delegated Compstent

Authority;

b) the Minister of Justice and Constitutional Devetopment if the applicant is the Depaﬁmént of Wéter Affairs and
the decision was issued by the Director- General of the Department of Environmiental Affairs (or another official)

* An appeal lodged with:- .
~a) the Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs must be submitted to the Department of Environmental Aftairs;

acting in his/ her capacity as the delegated Competent Authority; , :

b) the Minister of Justice and Constitutienal Development must he submitted to the Depariment of Environmental

. Affairs;

An‘appeal must be:-

a) submitted in writing;

b) accompanied by: - :

» astatement setting out the grounds of appeal;

« supporting documentation which is referred to in the appeal; and . ‘
e a statement that the appellant has complied with regulation 62 (2) or (3) together with copies of the notices

referred ta in regulation 62.



env:ronmental affairs

Dapartment: .
Envirgnmental Affairs .
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

~ Environmental Authorisation

In terms of 'regulatinn'37-of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2006

Kerriefontein and Darling Phase 2 Wind Farm in Malmesburv within

Mumclpalltv in the Western Cape Provmce

West Coast District Municipality

Authorisation register number: 12/12/20/1928 | 1
NEAS reference number: DEAINEAS/1218672011
Last amended: First issue
Holder of authorisation: OELSNER GROUP (PTY) LTD
Location of activity: _ | WESTERN CAPE PROVINCE:

| 1in the Swartland Local

| MUnicipality‘On the farm

Kerriefontein No. 555, Portion 0

and on the farm Slangkop

| No.552

. This authorisation does not negate the holder of the authorisation’s responsibility to comply with any

other statutory requirements that may be applicable to the undertaking of the activity. -

the Swaitland Local




‘ Department of Environmental Affairs '
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12112/20/1928 & DEAT/EIA/12186/2011

Decision

" The Department is satisfied, on the basis of information available to it and subject to compliance wiih
the conditions of this environmental authorisation, that the applicant should be authorised to undertake

the activities specified below.

Details regarding the basis on which the Department reac:hed this decision are set out in Annexure 1.
Activities authorised

By virtue of the powers conferred on it by the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act 107
of 1998) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2006 the Department hereby

authotises —
OELSNER GROUP (PTY)LTD |
with the following contact details —

Mr Hermanﬁ Qelsner
Qelsner Group (Pty) Ltd
P.O. Box 13

DARLING

7345

Tel.  (022) 4923095
Fax:  (022) 492 3096
Cell:  (083) 261 5301

E-mail: oelsnergip@wcaccess.co.za

to undertake the following activities (hereafter referred to as “the activity’):
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Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authonsatmn Reg. No. 12/12/20/1928 & DEATIEIA!12186I2011

GN R. 386, 2006:

tom 1 ()

ftem 15:

The construction of faciliies or mfrastructure, including assoc:ated structures or

infrastructure, for the transm:asmn and distribution of electricity above ground w:th a

capacity of more than 33 kﬂovo!ts and less than 120 kilovolts.

The construcﬁon of a road that is wider than 4 metres or that has a reserve wider than
6 metres, excludmg roads that fall- within the ambnt of another listed activity or which

are access roads of Jess than 30 metres long.

GN R. 387, 2006:

ftem 1 (a):

The construction of facilities or infrastructure, including associated structures of .

infrastructure,' for the generation of electricity where (i) the electricity output s 20
megawalts or more; or (i) the elements of the facility cover a combined area in excess
of 1 ha, | o |

as described in the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (FIAR) dated September 2011 at:

k°p"552“ $33731,5'88" Eieeoeie |

"Fa‘r‘m‘é Kerriefontein 555 and Slang

- for the proposed constructlon of the Kerriefontein and Darling Phase 2 Wind Farm on the farm

Kerriefontein No 55,. Portion 0 and the farm Slangkop No. 552 in Malmesbury within the Swartland

Local Municipality of the West Coast Dlstrlct Municipality, Western Cape

" The infrastructure associated with this faciity includes:

a. Slangkop (3/552)Wirdhoek farm;

| e 56 Nordex turbines;

e Underground cabling linking turbines o (existing) substation; and

& Intenal roads —.stabiliéed dirt tracks to access each turbine.
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Department of Enwronmentel Affairs
Envnrenmental Autherteetlon Reg. No. 12/12/20/1928 & DEATIEIAMZ*IBBIQOH

b. Kemiefontein (0/555)

» 9-10 Nordex turbines;

. Underground cebltng Imkmg turbines to substation;

» Internal roads - stabilised dirt tracks to access each turt:une

» New 66/11 kY eubetatlon and

. Dlrect connection with exletlng overhead power lines linking subetatlen to national electricity

grid (no new overhead power lines required).

| Cohditions |

Scope of authorisation

——

The preferred technology N77 (eptten 1) assessed is epproved
Authoneetton of the activity is sub]ect to the conditions contained in this euthonsetten which form
part of the enwrenmental authorisation and are binding on the holder of the authorisation.

“The holder of the authorisation is reeponSIbte for eneunng compliance with the CDndtttOt‘tS

contained in thls enwrenmentet authorisation. . This mcludee any person actmg on the heldere
behalf, including but not limited to, an agent servant, contractor, sub-contracter employee,

coneultant or person rendenng a service Yo the holder of the authorisation.

- The activities authorised may only be carried out at the property as described above,

Any changes to, or deviations from, the project description set eut in this authorisation muet be
approved, in writing, by the Department before such changes of deviations may be effected In
assessing whether to grant such approval or not, the Depariment may requeet such information as _
it deems neceeeery to evaluate the significance and impacts of such changes or deviations and it
may be necessary for the helder of the authorisation to epply for furthet autherisation in terms of

the regulations.

This activity must commence. wntt‘un a period of three (3) years from the date of issue. |f

commencement of the activity does not occur within that period, the authorisation lapses and a

new application for environmantal authorisation must be made in order for the activity to be

. undertaken.

Commencement with one activity heted in terms ef this authorisation constitutes cornrnent:ement of
all authorised activities. o '

This eutherisetien does not negate the holder of the euthOrieetien's responsibility to comply with
any other statutory requirements that may be applicable to the undertaking of the activity.
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* Department of Envrronmentel Affairs.
Enwrenmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/1 028 & DEATIEIA!tiZtEGiQOH

0.

10.

Relevant Iegistetion that muet be complied with by the hetder ef this authorisation includes, inter

alia: : S -

« Archaeological remains, artificial features and structures older than 60 years are protected by
National Heritage Resources Act, 1999 (Act 25 of 1999). Should any ereheeetegical artefacts
be exposed during excavation for the purpose of construction, construction in the vicinity of the,
finding must be etepped immediately. A regletered Heritage Spemehet must be called to the site

for mepectlon Under no circumstances shall any heritage material be destroyed or removed
from the ette and the relevant heritage resource agency must be informed about the flndtl‘lg ‘
Heritage rememe uncovered or disturbed during earthworks must not be dlStUFb&d further until
the necessary approval has been obtained from the South African Heritage Resources Agency
and/or any of their delegated prevmmel agencies..

« Relevant provisions of the Occupational Health and Safety Act, 1993 (Act 85 of 1993)

s Relevant provisions of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 1998).

« Relevant provisions of the National Forests Act, 1998 (Act 84 of 1998).

» Relevant provisions of the Netlenel Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act, 2004 (Act 10

© of2004). | | -

. Rel'event provisions of the National Environmenial Management. Protected Areas Act, 2003
(Act 57 of 2003) and its Regulations. - | N |

e ' Relevant provisions of the National Environmental Management: Waste Act, 2008 (Act 59 of
2008) and its Regulations. | | |

«» Relevant provisions of the Hazardous Substance Act 1973 (Act 15 of 1973).

j « Relevant Provisions of the Netlenel Environmental Management Alr Quality Act, 2004 (Aet 39

ef 2004).
« Relevent prewetene of the Civil Aviation Act, 2009 (Act 13 of 2009).
« Should fill material be required for any purpose, the use of borrow pits must comply with the
~ provisions of the Minerals and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 28 of 2002)
edmtnlstered by the Department of Mineral Resources.
The holder of an enwronmentel authorisation has the respons'ibility to.notify the competent

authority of eny.ehenetmn, transfer and change of ownership rights in the property on which the

activity is to take place.
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Department of Environmental Affairs
En\rlrenmentel Autheneatlon Reg No. 15/12/20/1928 & DEAT/EIA/12186/2011

Notification of authorisation

T}

11. The hotder of the authorisefidn must netify every registered interested and affected party, in writing
and within 12 (twelve) calendar days of the date of this environmental authen"eetidn, of the
decision o authorise the activity. ‘ |

12. The notification referred o rnuet -

12.1.  specify the date on which the authorisation was issued;

12.2. 1nferm the interested and affected party of the appeal procedure prewded for in Chapter 7 of

‘ the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Reguletlons 2010;
12.3. ~advise the inferested and affected party that a copy of the authorisation will be furnished on
- request; and |

124, give the reasons for the decision.

Management of the activity -

The Environmental Manegement Plan (EMP) for the construction submitted as part of the
~ application for environmertal autherieaﬂon is hereby approved. T'hie EMP must be implemented
and adhered to. | | | |

14, The EMP is amendable and must be lmplernented and strictly enforced during all phases of the
project It shall be seen as a dynamic document and shall be meluded in all contract
deoumentatlen for all phases of the development when approved. .

16. Changes fo the EMP, which are environmentally defendable, shall be subml'ded to this Depedment

- for ecceptenee before such changes could be effected.

16. The Departrnent reserves the right to amend the EMP sheuld any impacts that Were not
antigipated o covered in the EIR be discovered. | '

17, The prewelene of the approved EMP including recommendations and mitigation meaeuree in the
EIR and epeelehst studies shall be an extension of the conditions of this EA and therefore
‘noncompliance with them would constitute noncompliance with the EA.

Monitoring

18. The appllcant must appoint a smtebly expeneneed independent Enwrenmental Cdntrol’ Officer

(ECO) for the construction phase of the development that will have the reepenenblhty to ensure that
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Department of Environmental Affairs
Enwronmentel Authotisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/1928 & DEAT!EIA/12186!2011

19.
20.

21,

22.

23,

23.1,
232
23.3.

24.

25.

the m|t|gat|0nlrehablhtatlon measures and recornmendanone referred fo in this authorisation dre
implemented and to ensure compliance with the provisions of the EMP.
The ECO shall be eppmnted before commencement of any authorised activity.
Once appeinted, the name and contact defails of the ECO must be submitted to the
Director: Compliance Monitoring of the Department
The ECD shall keep record of all activities on site, problems identified, transgressions noted and a
task schedule of tasks undertaken by the ECO. | | -
A detailed incident (including spillage of bitumen, fuels, chemicals, or any other meterial) and
complaint register must be kept on site indicating how these issues were addressed, what
rehabliltahon measures were taken and what preventatlve measures were implemented to avoid
ra-occurrence of mmdentsfcomplamte
In addition the ECO must maintain the following on site:

A daily site diary:;. | .

Copies of all reports submitted to the Department; and

A schedu!e of current site activities including the monitoring of euch activities.
The ECO shall remain employed until all rehabilitation measures, as required for |mplementat|on
due to construction damage, are completed and the site is ready for operation.
Records relating to monitering and auditing must be kept on site and made available for mspectlon |

to any relevant and competent authority in respect of this development.

Recording and reporting to the Department

26.

27.

28.

“28.1.
28.2.
- 283

28.4.

All documentehon e.qg. audit/monitoring/compliance reports and nofifications, required to be
submatted to the Department in terms of this authorisation, must be submitted to the
Director; Compliance Monitoring at the Department. |
The holder of the authorisation must submit an emnrenmental audit report upon compietmn of the ‘
construction and rehabilitation activities.
The environmental audit report must.
Be compiled by an independent environmental euditor;‘ |
Indicate the date of the audit, the name of the auditor and the outcome of the audit
Evaluate compliance with the reduirements of the approved EMP and this environmental -
authonsahon |

Include measures to be implemented to attend to any non- -compliances or degradation noted

%
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. . Deparireant of Environmental Affairs '
Enviranmental Authorisation Reg. No. 1211212011628 & DEAT/EIA/12186/2011

28.5. Include. copies of any approvals granted by other authorities relevant to the development for the
reporting period; and " . | )

28.6. Hightight any outstanding enwrcnmental issues that must be .addressed, along with
recommendations for ensunng these issues are apprcpnetely addressed.

79, The audit report must be submitted prior to commencement of t'ne pperation phese of the project.
Commencement of the activity

20. The authorised activity shall not commence within twenty (20) days of the date of signature of the
authotisation. ‘ ‘

31, An appeal under section 43 of the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA), Act 107 of
1998 (as amended), does not, euspend an environmental authorisation or exemption, or any
provisions or CDndltIDnS attached thereto, or any directive, unless the Minister, MEC or delegated
organ of state directs otherwise. ‘ |

32. The applicant must cbtam a Water Use Licence from the Department of Water Affairs (DWA) prior
to the commencement of the project should the applicant impact on any wetland or water resource.
A copy of the license must be submitted to the Director: Environmental Impact Evalugtion at the
Department. |

33. The applicant must submit a final layout plan for the entire energy facility for approval to the

department before commencement of the actl\nty The layout should indicate the following:

e Turbine positions;

Foundation fcctp.rint;

e Permanent laydown area footprint;

«  Construction period laydown footpring;

o Internal roads indicating width (construction period width and operation pencd wndth) and with
numbered sections between the other site elements which they serve (to make commenting
on secticne possible);

. Wetlands,‘d‘rainage lings, rivers, stream end water crossing of roads and.cables indicating the

- type of bridging structures that will be used; _

Sub-station(s) andfor transformer(s) sites including their entire footprint;.

» Cable routes and trench dimensions (where they are not along internal roads);

¢ Connection routes to the dietributicnftrenemiseicn network;
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" Departrient of Envrronmentat Affairs
Enwronmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/1928 & DEAT/EIA121 862011

34,

35.

« Cut and fill areas atturbine sites along roads and at eub—etatien!traneformer sites indicating
the expected votume of each cut and fill ‘
« Borrow pitei ‘ |

. Spoil heaps (temporary for topsoil and subsoil and permanently for excess material);

e DBuffer areas;

. 'Buildinge including accem'modatien; and

s Al "po-go” areas. - ‘ )

The final layout plan must also be eupenrnpeeed (overlaln) on an environmental eenertrvrty map o
be submttted to the department. ‘

The applicant must appornt a quahfled botanrcal and fauna specialist to ground-ruth every
footprint and their recemmendatlon must inform the final iayout of the renewable energy facility
and EMP to be submitted to the department for ap,preval '

Netification to authorities

36,

- 37,

Fourteen (14) days wrrtten notrce must be given to the Department that the activity will commence.

" Commiencement for the purposes of this condition includes site preparation. The notice must

include a date on which it is antrcrpated that the activity will commence. This netlflcatren peried

may coincide with the period contemplated in'30 above.

Operation of the activity -

Fourteen (14) daye‘written notice must be given to the Department that the activity aperational

- phase will commence.

38,

The applicant must comprle an operational EMP for the operatronal phaee of the activity or
alternatively, if the applicant has an existing operatlenal environmental management system, it

must be amended to include the operation of the authorised activity.

Site closure and decommissioning -

39.

Should the activity ever cease or become redundant the apphcant shall undertake the requrred

. actions as preecnbed by Ieglelatren at the time and comply with all relevant legal requrremente

administered by.any relevant and competent authority at that time.
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Department of Environmental Affairs
Enwronrnentel Authorisation Req. No. 12/12/20/1928 & DEAT!EIA/'IZ'I 86!2011

Specific conditions

Avifauna and bats

40.

41.

42,

43.

44,

45.

A bird and bat momtormg programme muet be implemented to document the effect of the
operation of the energy facility-on avifauna, and bats. This should commence prior to construction,
and continue during operation of the energy fecrllty

The results of the pre-construotron bird monitoring programme must inform the f nal 1eyout and the

construc:tlon schedule of the energy facility.

Reports regarding bird monitoring must be eubmrtted fo the relevant provmoral environmental

department, Birdlife South Africa, the Endangered wildlife Trust (EWT), Cape Nature and this
Department on a queﬂerly basis. The report will assist all stakeholders in identifying potential and
additional mrtrgatlon measures and to estabhsh protocols for a bird monitoring programme for wind

energy development in the country.

The baseline data collected and documented during the survey must be shared with the EWT
~Cape Nature and Birdlife South Africa for a betier understanding of the distribution or breeding
behaviour of any of the priority species. | B

Habitat destruction must be kept to an absolute mmrmum by keeping the Iay-down areas as small

as possible, reducing the number and sizeflength or roads and reducing the final extent of the

developed area.
Anti-collision devices such as bird flappers must be metelled where power lings cross avifaunal

corridors. The mput of an avifaunal epecrallet must be obtained for the fitting of the anti-coliision

i devrces onto specific sections of the line once the exact posmone of the towers have been

46.

A7,

surveyed and pegged. Flappers must be fitted in place so that they do not drift along the Ime and.

be readily and cost effectwely installed on, or removed from the existing lings.

The applloent must ensure that lighting on the turbines is kept to a mmlmum and is coloured (red

or green) and intermittent, rather than permanent and white, 10 reduce confusion effects for

nocturnal mlgrants

The faollrty must be deelgned fo drecourege the use of mfraetructure components as perching or

- roosting substrates by‘brrde and bats,

Vegetation, wetlands end water resources

48.

All species of special concern {S8C) must be identified and every effort must be made to rescue

them.
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Depariment of En\nronrnental Affalrs ’
Enviranmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/11928 & DEAT/ELAM 2186/2011

49,
50,
51,

52.

3.
- Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) for the removal of planis hatad in the National Forest

Vegetation claanng must ba limited to the requ1red footprint. M|t|gat|an measures must be
implemented to reduce the risk of erosion and tha invasion of alien species.

Critical avaﬂabla biodiversity mformatlon must be consulted for the final placement of turbmea and
infrastructure.

The applicant must ensure that the continuous monitoring and removal of alien plant species is

undertaken. An alien removal program must be developed and implemented.

A “Plant Rescue and Protection” plan which allows far the maximum transplant of conservation

important species from areas io be transformed must be compiled by a vegetation specialist

'~ familiar with the site in consultation with the ECO. This plan must be mpiementad prior to

commencement of the construction phase. -

Before the clearing of the site, the appropriate permits must be obtained from the Department of

- Actand from the relevant prownmal depariment for the destruction of apaclas protected in terms of

4.

99:

56.

57.

58.

59

60.

61.
82.

the specific provincial Iaglalatnon Copies of the permlts must be submitted o the Department for
record keeping.

Construction activities must be restricied to demarcated areas to restrict impact on vegatatlon
hirds and animals. .

A comprehensive habitat rehabilitation plan must be developed for the site. Restoration must be
undertaken as 500N as possible after completion of construction activities to reduce the amount of
habitat converted at any.on'a fime and to speed up the recovery to natural habitats. '

All araaa of disturbed aail must be reclaimed using only indigenoua graaa and shrubs. Reclamation
activities should be undertaken as early as possible on disturbed areas. ‘

All electrical collector lines must be buried in a manner that minimizes addltlonal surface
disturbance. ' ‘

Topsoil from all excavations and conatructlon activities must be aalvagad and raapphed dunng
reclamation. |

The applicant is required to inform the relevant provincial department and!ar this Department

should the removal of protected species, medicinal plants and “data deficient’ plant species be :

| required.

All hard |nfrastructures should be located within ematlng areas of low sensitivity, as far as poaalbla
All turbines must be located at least 100m from the edge of any highly sensitive areas.

No exotic‘piants may be uaad for rehabilitation purposes; only indigenous planta of the area may
be utlised. | |
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Department of Environmental Affairs :
Erwironmental Authorreetton Reg Niv. 121421201928 & DEAT/EIA/12186/2011

63. No activities will be attoWed to encroach info a water resource without a water use license being in
. place from the Department of Water Affairs. | .

64. Appropriate erosion mitigation must be |mptemented to prevent any potential erosion.

65. Cleared alien vegetation must not be dumped on adjacent intact vegetation during clearing but
should be temporarily stored ina demarcated area. |

6. Removal of alien invasive. epeolee or other vegetatton and follow-up prooeduree must be in
accordance with the Conservation of Agricultural Resources Act, 1983 (Act 43 of 1083).

67. ‘The applicant must ensure that all the "No- -go” areas are clearly demarcated (using fencing and
appropriate srgnege) before construction COMMeNceas.

68. Contractors and construction workers must be otearly rntormed of the no-go areas.

69. Siting of turbines shoutd adhere to »500m sethacks from Iarge water bodies, riparian vegetetlon ‘

and rocky crevices, if and where high bat occurrence is found after monitoring.

70. Where roads pass right next to major water bodies provreron should be made for fauna such as
toads o pass under the roads by using culverts or similar. ‘

71. Bridge design must be such that it minimise impact 1o the ripatian areas with minimal alterations to
water flow and must be permeabte to movement of fauna and flora. |

72. The proposed intemal link road between the two turbine rows must be moved 150m fo the gast {0
minimise the impact on medium sensitivity vegetationin this area.

73. The landowners must refrain from grazing livestock in the high and medium sensitivity vegetation

areas in the main winter, spring growing and ﬂowermg.

Roads and transoortetton

74. Existing road infrastructure must be used as far as ‘possible for providing access. to the proposed
turbine pDStthhS Where no road infrastructure exists, new t0ads should be placed within existing .
disturbed areas or envnronmental conditions must be taken into account ta ensure the minimurm

© amount of demege is caused to natural habitats.

75. A transportation plen must be developed, particularly for the traneport of turblne oomponente main
assembly cranes and other Iarge pieces of eqmpment A permrt must be obtained from the
rele\rant fransport department for the transportation of all oomponente (abnormal loads) to the
sites. :

76.' A traffic management plan must be prepared for the site access roads to ensure that no hazards
would results from the increased truck trefﬁo and that traffic flow would not be adversely impacted.

77. Signs must be placed atong construction roads to identify speed limits, travel restrictions, and

other standard trafﬁo control information. To minimize impacts on local commuter, considerati /
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78.

79,
80

water velemty

81. Existing drainage must not be altered, especially in eeneltlve areas.

82. A designated access to the site ‘must be created and clearly marked to ensure safe entry and exit.

83. Signage must be erected at appropriate points warhing of turning traffic and the construction site.

84. Construction vehicles carrying materials to the site should avoid using roads through densely
populated built-up areas so as not to disturb existing retail and commercial operations.

85. Road borders should be regularly maintained fo ensure that vegetation remains short and that they
therefore serve as an effective firebreak.

Noise

86. Construction staff to be gwen tremmg in actions to minimise noise |mpecte |

87. Noise from the turbines at the identified noise sensitive areas. must be less than the 45dB(A) limit

| for rural areas presented in SANS10103

88. The apphcant must ensure thet the National Noise Cantrol Reguletione and SANS10103:2008 are
adhered 1o and reasonable measures to limit noise from the work site are implemented. '

89. The applicant must ensure that the construction staff working in areas where the 8-hour ambient

~ noise levels exceed 75dBA must wear ear pretectien equipment.

90. The applicant must ensure that all equipment and machinery are well maintained and equipped
with silencers.

91. The applicant meet erevide a prior waming to the community when a noisy activity €.g. blasting is
to take place. | ‘

92. Al noisy construction operations should only occur during daylight hours if possible.

93. All wind turbines should be located at a setback distance of 500m from any homestead and a

should be given to limiting construction vehicles travelling on public roadways during the moming
and late afternoon commute time. . |

Roads must be designed so that changes to surface water runoff are avoided end erosion is not
initiated. .

Internal access roads must be located away from drainage bottomis and avoid wetands, if feasible.
Internal access roads must be located to minimize stream crossings. All structures crossing

steams must be located and constructed so that they do not decrease channel stability or increase

day/night noise criteria level at the nearest residents of 45dB(A) sheuid be used fo locate the
turbmee The 500m eetback gistance can be relaxed if local factors; eueh as hlgh ground between

the noise source and the receiver, indicates that a noise disturbance wﬂl not oceur.

Page 13 of 19




Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No 1211212011928 & DEAT/EIA/12186/2011

94. Posmons of turbines jeopardizing compliance with accepted noise levels should be revised dunng
the micro-siting of the units in question and predicted noise levels re-modelled by the noise
spemahst in order to ensure that the predlcted noise levels are less than 45dB(A)

Visual resources

95. The applicant must reduce visual impacts during construction by minimising areas of surface .
disturbance, controlling erosion, using dust suppression techniguies and restoring exposed soil as
closely as possible to their original contout and végetation. ' |

06. A lighting engineer must be consuited to assist in the planning and placement of light fixtures in

| order to reduce visual impacts associated with glare and light trespass. | |

97. Signage on or near wind furbines should be avoided unless they serve to inform the public about
wind turbines and their function.

98. Commercial messages and graffiti on turbines must be avoided.

99. Laydown areas émd stockyards should be located in low \fisibility areas (e.g. valleys between
ridges) and existing vegetatlon should be used to screen them from view where possible.

100. Night lighting of the construction sites should be minimised W|th|n the requirements of safety and

efficiency.

Human health and safety ,

101. A health and safety programme must be developed 1o protect both workers and the genera| public

| during construction, operation and decommtssmmng of the energy facility. The programme must

~ establish a safety zons for wind turbines from residences and occupied buildings, roads, right-of-
ways and other pubhc access areas that is sufF cient to prevent accidents resulting from the
operation of the wind turbines. '

102. Potential interference wqth public safety communication systems {e.g. radio traffic related to
emergency activities) must be avoided. | '

103. The applicant must ensure that the operatmn of the wind facility has minimal electromagnetic
interference (EMI) {i.e. |mpacts to microwave, radio and television transmissions) and should
.comply w1th the relevant c:ommumcatnon regulations. ‘

104. The applicant must obtain a written permit or approval from the South Africa le Aviation
Authority that the wind facility will not interfere with the performance of aerodrome radio
Communication, Navigation and Surveillance (CNS) equipmént especially the radar prior to
commencement of the activity. The approval/permit must be submitted to the Director

Enviroﬁmentallimpact Evaluation.

/
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105. The applicant must obtain epprevel from the S‘euth' Africa Weather Services {WeatherSA) that the
energy facility will not interfere with the peﬁormenee of their equipment, especially radar, pnor io
commencement of the activity. The approval muet be submitted to the Dfrector Enwronmentel |
Impact Evaluation, '

106. The applicant must train safety repreeentatwee, managers and workers in workplace safety. The
conetruetmn process must be comphent w1th all safety and health measures as prescribed by the
relevant act. | | N

107. Liaison with land ownerelfarm manegers is to be done prior to construction in order to provide
sufficient time for them to plan egncultura! activities. If poseible,‘eonetruc'tien should be scheduled
to take place within the poet~haweet and pre-planting season, ‘when fields are lying faliow. |

108 No open fires fer cooking or heating must be aliowed on site. -

Hazardous metenele and waste meneqement

109. Areas around fue! tanks must be bunded or eontemed in.an eepropriete manner as ‘per the
requlremente of SABS 089: 1999 Part 1. ‘

110. Leakage of fuel must be avoided at all times end if spillage occurs, it must be remedied
immediately.

111‘. Hezefdoue weete sueh as bitumen, oils, oily' rags, paint‘tine etc. must be disposed of at an
‘approved hazardous waste landfil site. , | , :

112. An ‘effective monitoring system must be put in place during the construction phase of the
development {0 detect any leakage or spillage of all hazardous substances “during thelr'
treneportetlen ‘handling, use ‘and storage. The applicant must ensure ‘that precautionary measures
are in place to limit the possibility of oil and other toxic liquids from entering the soil or storm water
system. ' ' | '

113. Streeme river, pans, wetlands, dams end thelr cetchmente and other environmental sensitive
areas must be pretected from the direct or indirect spillage of pollutants. - |

114.No dumping or temporery storage ‘of any materials may take place outside designated and
demerceted laydown ereae end these must all be Iecated within areas of low environmental
sensitivity. | | o |

115. Hazardous substances muet not he etored where there eould be eceldental leekege‘int‘o surface or
subterranean water.

116, Hazardous and flammable substances must be stored and used in cemplienceto the applicable

regulations and safety instructions. Furthermore, no chemicals must be stored nor may any vehicle
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mamtenanoe occur within 350m of the temporat zone of wetlands, a drainage line with or without -

an extensive floodplain ot hillside wetlande | o

| 117 Temporary bunds must be conetrueted around chemical storage to contain possible spills.

118, Spill kits must be made available on-site for the clean- -up of spills.

119. An integrated waste management approach must be implemented that is' based on waste
minimisation and must incorporate reduction, recycling, re-use and dreposal where appropriate.
Any sofid waste shall be dlepoeed of at a landfill licensed in. terme of section 20(b) of the National
Environment Management Waste Act, 2008 (Act 59 of 2008). .

120. Temporary ablution facilities must be provided for staff at all times during the construction phase.

| The ablutions must be cleaned regularly with aeeootated waste being .dieposed of at a

regletared!permttted waste ette and must be removed from the site when the construction phase is

completed.

Excavation and btaettnd aottvmes

121. Underground cables and internal access roads must be aligned as much as poesible along
existing infrastructure to fimit damage to Vegetation and watercourses. . L

122. Foundations and trenches must be backfilled with originally excavated materials as much as
possible. Exoees excavation materials must be disposed of only in approved areas or, if eunable
stockpiled for use in reclamation activities. | | .

123. Borrow materials ‘must be obtained only from authonzed and permttted sites.

124. Anti-erosion measures such as Stl’t fences must be installed in disturbed areas.

" Historical / cuttural / oaleontolodloat fes0Urces

125. if there are any changes to the layout of the turbines, then addtttonal survey work will be required
n order to ensure that no sites are directly impacted and/or to rdenttfy the need for an excavation
permit. ' |
126. Should any graves be found all constructton aotlvmes must be suepended and an. archaeologist

be contacted 1mmed|ately The discovered graves must he cordoned off.

Storm water management

127, A somprehensive storm water management plan must be developed for the site to ensure
compliance with. apohoabte Tegulatlons and-to prevent off-site migration of contaminated storm
water or 1noreaeed s0il erosion. The comprehensive storm water management pian should form

 partof the EMP. | o
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128

Ganstructlon must include appropriate desugn measures that allow surface and subsurface

movement of water along drainage lines so as not fo |mpede natural surface and subsurface flows,

- Drainage measures must promote the dissipation of storm water run-off

Turbines position

120

Turbines must be positioned in such a way that shadow flicker does not affect any farm buildings.

General

130.

131,

A copy of this authonsat!on must be kept at the property where the activity W|II be undertaken. The
‘authorisation must be producad to any authorised official of the Department who raquests to see it
and must be made avanable for mspact:on by any ernployee or agem of the holder of the
authorisation who works or undertakes work at the proper’[y ‘

Where any of the appllcant’s contact details change, mcludmg the name of the responsible person o

where the applicant is a juristic person, the physical or postal address ‘and/or telephonic details,

~ the applicant must notlfy the Department as soon as the new details become known to the

132,

applicant.
The holder of the authorisation must notlfy the Department, in writing and within 48. {forty eight)
hours, if any condmon of this authorisation cannot be or is not adhered to. Any notification in

terms of this condition must be accompanied by reasons for the non-compliance. Non-compliance

- with a condition of this authorisation may result in criminal prosecution or other actions provnded for

- 133

in the Nationaf Environmental Management Act, 1998 and the regulatlons

National government, provincial government, local authorities or committees appointed in terms of
the conditions of this authorisation or any.other public authority shall not be held raaponmbla for
any damages or losses suffered by the apphcant or his successor in title in any instance where
construction or operation subsequent to construction be temporarily or .permanently stopped for
reasons of non-campliance by the applicant with the conditions of authorisation as set out in this

document or any other subsequant document emanating from these conditions of authprisation.

Deputy Director-General: Environmental Quality and Protection

Department of Environmental Affairs
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1.

Annexure 1: Reasons for Decision

Informatlon considered in making the decision

In reaching its decision, the Department took, inter alia, the following into congideration -

a)

b)

2

The information contained in the EIR dated September 2011;
The comments received from Department of Envtronmentel Affairs and Development Planning, the .

Department of Water Affairs and mtereeted and effected parties as included in the EIR dated

September 2011;
" Mitigation measures as proposed in the EIR deted Septernber 2011 and the EMP;.

The information contained in the specialist studies contained in the EIR dated September 2011;
ang

" The objectives and requuremente of relevant legislation, pohetee and gmdehnee, including section 2

of the National Environmental Management Act, 1008 (Act 107 of 1998).

* Key factors considered in making the decision

- All information preeented to the Department was taken into aceount in the Department's consideration -

of the application. A summary of the issues which, in the Department's view, were of the most

elgmﬁcenee is set ouf below.

Details provided of the quahflca’ttons of the EAP mdlcete ihat the EAP is competent to carry out the
environmental impact asséssment procedures.

The ﬁndmge of all the specialist studies conducted and their recommended mitigation measures.

- The EIR dated September 2011 included a deecnption of the environment that may be affected by
the activity and the manner in which the physical, btplpglcet social, ecpnomtc and cultural aspects

. of the en\nrbnment may be affected by the proposed activity.

The EIR dated September 2011 ldenttﬁed all tegmletten and gmdehnes that have been considered
in the preparation of the EIR dated September 2011.

The methodolpgy used in assessing the potential impacts |dent|ﬁed in the EIR dated September
2011 and the specialist studies have been adequately indicated. | |

A sufficient public participation. process was undertaken and the applicant has eetnsﬁed the

minimurm requirements as prescribed in the EIA Regulanpns 2006 for public |nvotvement
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3. Findings

After consideration ef the information and factors listed above, the Department made the following

findings - | ‘ | ‘ |

a) The |dent|t|catton and assessment of impacts are detailed in the EIR dated September 2011 and

' sufficient assessment of the key identified issues and impacts have been completed.

b)  The procedurs followed for 1mpact assessment is adequate for the decision-making process.

c)  The proposed mltlgatlon of impacts identified and assessed adequately curtails the identified

| impacts.

d) The relevant legal and procedural requirements have been met.

e)  The information cdntamed in the EIR dated September 2011 is accurate and credlbte

i EMP measures for the pre-construction, construction and rehabilitation phases of the
development were proposed and included in the BAR and will be implemented to manage the

identified environmental 1mpacts during the construetlon process.

In view of the above, the Department is satisfied that, subject to compliance with the conditions

contained in the envirdn-mental authorisation, the proposed activity will not conflict with the general
| objectives of integrated environmental management laid down in Chapter 5 of the National
Environmental Management Act, 1998 and that any potentially detrimental environmental impacts
resulting from the proposed activity can be mitigated to acceptable levels. The application is
accordingly granted. | '
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